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The Bilingual Grammar Curriculum: Design and Contents 

Kristin Di Perri, Ed.D. 

Workshop Summary 

In this workshop, we will discuss the Bilingual Grammar Curriculum. This curriculum is for 
anyone interested in a comprehensive approach to teaching Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing (DHH) 
children the rules for ASL and English grammar. Though designed for implementation in a 
school setting, others can also use it in various ways. 
 
The sequence of instruction is based on the concept that successful learning takes 
advantage of moving from the “known to the new.” The framework laid out in this 
curriculum is characterized by small, sequential steps that build on previous skills in 
complimentary and comprehensive ways. This spiraling approach guarantees success at 
each step with each objective serving as the foundation for the next. 
 
The order of topics in this guide does not follow standard approaches to grammar 
instruction. Instead, the sequence takes advantage of ways children can understand the 
structure of a visual language. This is important because the elements of a visual 
language can be both concurrent and linear. It must be noted that grammar instruction 
is hard enough in a first language; therefore, we propose starting with instruction in, 
and about, a modality that is fully accessible (ASL) and then moving to commensurate 
topics in English grammar. 

 

Learner Outcomes: 

1) Summarize the basic scope and sequence of the Bilingual Grammar Curriculum. 
 
2) Describe the effectiveness of the instructional design for DHH students who have 
struggled with grammar (i.e. concept building in language neutral terms-ASL- English). 
 
3) Explain the critical need to restrain from over-correcting student independent writing 
attempts and explain why that is a counterproductive teacher tendency. 
 
4) Review and summarize the words contained in Level 1 of the English component of 
the BGC. 
 



 
 
Kristin Di Perri -Bio 
 
Kristin DiPerri, Ed.D. is an independent educational consultant and literacy 
development specialist for Deaf and Hard of Hearing students. She has presented 
numerous workshops and presentations throughout the US and abroad to teachers of Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing students. For over 37 years she has worked as a classroom teacher, a 
researcher, an instructor in the Deaf Education program at Boston University and as the 
English Literacy Coordinator at a residential school for the deaf. She consults with 
several schools/programs in the US and internationally to implement new literacy 
programming approaches to meet the diverse literacy needs of DHH students. She is the 
author of several instructional publications: 5 workbooks for students, the Bedrock 
Literacy Curriculum and co-author with Todd Czubek, Ph.D. of the Bilingual Grammar 
Curriculum. She is the owner of Bedrock Literacy & Educational Services. 
 
 
Kristin Di Perri - Picture 

 


